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The Idaho Potato Commission met at the IPC Eagle office in Eagle, ID on March 18, 2025. This meeting was also held by video conference.
Mark Darrington, Chairman
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Eric Jemmett
Brian Jones
Klaren Koompin
Daren Bitter

Paul Saito

Bryan Wada 
Brian Lundquist

Mike Telford

Jamey Higham, President/CEO

Sam Eaton, VP Legal/Government Affairs
Travis Blacker, VP Industry Relations

Ross Johnson, VP Retail

Jamie Bowen, Marketing Director
Jeweldean Hull, Managing Director
Stanley Trout, Foodservice Promotions Director

Dusti Zimmerman, Finance/Legal Assistant

Grayson Waldie, Finance/Accounting Manager
VISITORS: Laura Martin, Mike Thornton, Juliet Marshall, Shawn Boyle, Mattie Hays
VIDEO CONFERENCE: Dana Valkai, Bri Payan, Jessica Stampe, Dennis Hardy, Travis Jones, Raina Spence., Chris McCarty, Emily Lauderdale
CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting convened at 8:32 a.m., with Chairman Darrington presiding. He welcomed everyone and went over the anti-trust agreement.

MINUTES:

MOTION: Commissioner Wada made a motion to approve January 21, 2025, minutes. Commissioner Koompin seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
FINANCIAL REPORT: Mr. Waldie discussed receipts and expenditures for the February financials. For the month of February, Fresh revenue is at $409k, up $52k compared to last year. Processed is at $816k, up $193k. Total for the month of February is $1.2 mil, down $122k compared to last year. Year-to-date Fresh is down $369k compared to last year and Processed is up $591k.  Total Year-to-date for Fresh and Processed is up $222k compared to last year.  Expenditures for February are $1.3 mil versus a budget of $1mil. YTD Expenditures are $7.9 mil versus a budget of $8 mil. Currently the reserve is $3.6 mil. Chairman Darrington asked for a motion to approve the February financials as presented if there were no further questions.

MOTION: Commissioner Lundquist made a motion to approve February financials. Commissioner Saito seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

CHAIRMANS COMMITTEE: Chairman Darrington called upon Mr. Eaton, who presented the following: A) Washington update; B) IPC License plate voted through the house; C) Aquafer and water infrastructure passed in districts; D) IPC Statutes discussion and follow up on districts, referendum/tax, appointments, etc.; E) Trademark protection.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Mr. Higham reported the following: A) Grown in Idaho LW update by Mattie Hayes; B) Potato School, Legislative Dinner, NPC Fly-In and SOBE recap; D) Calendar items, April meeting cancelled and June IPC meeting moved to June 18; F) Famous Idaho Potato Marathon May 17; G) Big Idaho Potato Truck update, Laura Martin; H) Consumer update, Dana Valkai; I) New Business: Marine Corp Float to donate items and VP FS replacement includes both Stanley Trout and Jamie Bowen on responsibilities; J) Misc., discussion on grower lists, tenure of Chairman and imports.
RETAIL: Commissioner Jones turned time over to Mr. Johnson who reported on the following: A) Updates on Retail field directors; B) New stores: Food Lion and Kroger; C) Potato Lovers Month and appreciation to Tracy and Jarrell for help.
EXPORT: Commissioner Wada turned time over to Mr. Johnson who reported on the following: A) Tariffs: Zero with Mexico for 2025, and the U.S prices still lower than Mexico’s prices with tariffs; B) Not a cost advantage with sending oversees.

Research and Education: Commissioner Jemmett turned time over to Mr. Blacker who reported on the following: A) Cost of Production report and discussion on sharing; B) NW Consortium expenses, budget recap and proposal by Raina Spence, motion to follow.

MOTION: Commissioner Telford made a motion to approve $884,915 of the R&E Budget. Commissioner Koompin seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Industry Relations: Commissioner Bitter turned time over to Mr. Blacker who reported on the following: A) Acreage Count begins April 21, finish by June 20th; B) Acreage Count Overview.

LIASON REPORTS:
UNITED: Commissioner Wada reported that Idaho acreage count is back to normal and keeping an eye on the tariff environment and potential impacts from any regulatory measures.
Other Items: May 16 meeting to discuss: the Dietary Guidelines and Ultra Processing definition, as well as the Cost of Production Report
Meeting adjourned at 12:27 p.m.
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